The Service Learning Opportunity Fund

An Initiative of the Dr. Ronald A. Stewart Charitable Fund

2008
History:  Ronald A. Stewart, Ph.D., is a 1983 graduate of Carrollton High School, a 1987 graduate of Kent State University, a 1996 graduate of Case Western Reserve University, and a 2004 graduate of The Union Institute and University. Dr. Stewart established this Fund upon the completion of his doctoral studies in 2004. Selection Committee members include Dr. Stewart, Ms. Charlene Sablo, Ms. Kathleen Jordan, Ms. Carrie Brannon, and Mr. Jeffrey Glebocki.
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Purpose:  Dr. Stewart is a native of Carroll County and takes great pride in being from one of the twenty-nine Appalachian counties in Ohio. As an educator and social advocate, Dr. Stewart’s career has focused on the nonprofit sector–addressing community-based issues such as poverty, inadequate health care, affordable housing, and homelessness.  

Travel (both domestically and internationally) is a passion for Dr. Stewart and through his travels, he has become increasingly aware of the need for young leaders to immerse themselves in different cultures in order to enhance their personal character, support new learning, celebrate the world’s diversity, and nurture greater tolerance and respect through service to other people. Dr. Stewart hopes that, through this service, young leaders will gain new appreciations for world issues and recognize the important role they play in bringing about practical solutions – both at home and abroad.

What is Service Learning?  Service Learning is NOT just a travel opportunity. Service Learning, under this Fund, is an opportunity to expand on classroom learning by engaging in service to others. This Fund encourages applicants to travel and to tackle important issues of the day (hunger, inadequate housing, intolerance and injustice, illiteracy, etc.).  

Applicants may choose a Service Learning activity through student exchange programs sponsored by schools or nonprofit organizations, through national service programs such as Habitat for Humanity or the Rotary Club’s World Community Service, as part of a faith-based organization’s sponsored program, or through an individually tailored program as proposed by the applicant.

The Service Learning Opportunity Fund

An Initiative of the Dr. Ronald A. Stewart Charitable Fund

2009 APPLICATION

General Requirements:

1.
 Applicants must be current or former students from high schools in one of the 
thirty-two Appalachian Regional Commission Counties (Adams, Ashtabula, 
Athens, Belmont, Brown, Carroll, Clermont, Columbiana, Coshocton, Gallia, 
Guernsey, Harrison, Highland, Hocking, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, 
Mahoning,  Meigs, Monroe, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Pike, Ross, Scioto, 
Trumbull, Tuscarawas, Vinton, and Washington).

2.
Applicants must be enrolled as full-time students in high school or college.

3.
Applicants must have achieved a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.5 on 
a 4.0 scale at the time of application.

4.
Applicants must be able to demonstrate interest, involvement, and dedication to 
community service activities.

5.
Applicants can request no more than $1,500 from this Fund.  Persons previously 
awarded money from this Fund are not eligible to apply.
Deadline for Applications:

Completed Applications and all supporting materials are due at Stark Community Foundation’s office no later than February 28, 2009.  Awards will be announced on or before April 1, 2009.
SECTION 1
-
Applicant Information:

Name (First, Middle, Last): __________________________________________________

Street Address, City and Zip:  ________________________________________________
Telephone: (       ) _____ - _______
Email: ____________________________________

Date of Birth:  _____________________ Social Security Number: ___________________

Please list your extracurricular activities, memberships, interests, etc.  _________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

(Feel free to expand on a separate sheet if additional space is needed)

SECTION 2
-
Educational Information:

High School:  _____________________________________  County: _______________

High School Grade Point Average: ________
Graduation Date: _______________

College/University: _______________________________________________________

Other College/University Attended: __________________________________________

Grade Point Average: ___________
Anticipated Graduation Date: _________________

Intended Major/Field of Study: ______________________________________________

Anticipated Profession: ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

SECTION 3
-
Budget:

	Line Items:
	Revenue
	Expense

	
	
	

	Anticipated Funds from Service Learning Opportunity Fund Grant You are Seeking
	$
	

	Cash Gifts from Parents/Family/Friends
	$
	

	Cash Contributed by Applicant
	$
	

	Other (please list source and amount)
	$
	

	
	$
	

	
	$
	

	
	$
	

	Airfare
	
	$

	Lodging/Meals/Local Travel
	
	$

	Tuition/Fees
	
	$

	Supplies/Equipment
	
	$

	Other Expenses (please list)
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	TOTALS
	$
	$


SECTION 4
-
Narrative:

In no more than five (5) double spaced, type written pages, please write a narrative that addresses at minimum the following considerations:

1.
Describe in detail the plan for your Service Learning Opportunity (where you will 
go, when, for how long, what you will do, who you will be going with, etc.).

2.
Describe what new learning or experiences you hope to gain by engaging in 
Service Learning. How do you expect this learning to be different from what you 
have already engaged in through school or community service?  

3.
Describe how, upon your return from Service Learning, you will share with others 
what you learned (such as speaking opportunities, letters to local newspapers, 
website postings, etc.).

4.
If you do not receive the total amount of funding requested from this Fund how 
will you make up the difference? Will you be able to engage in your Service 
Learning Opportunity without full and complete funding of this request?

SECTION 5
-
Letters of Reference:

With your completed application please enclose at least two (2) Letters of Reference from people who know you and are willing to state why they believe you should be granted funding for this Service Learning Opportunity.

SECTION 6
-
Sponsoring Entity Information

Service Learning Opportunity funding cannot be paid directly to you. Grant funds must be made payable on your behalf directly to the appropriate tax exempt entity/organization that is organizing or sponsoring your participation in this Service Learning Opportunity (such as a sponsoring nonprofit organization, school, church, etc.). Please enclose with your completed Application a letter from your Sponsoring Entity that indicates:


1.  They are willing to accept funding on your behalf;


2.  To whom and where your grant funding should be mailed, including contact 
  
      person’s name, telephone, email, and complete mailing address; and


3.  Proof that this entity is tax-exempt and eligible to receive grant funding.

Send this completed Application and all supporting documents to:

Service Learning Opportunity Fund

Stark Community Foundation

400 Market Avenue North, Suite 200

Canton, Ohio 44702-2107
Questions regarding this application can be addressed to Dr. Ronald A. Stewart at 
E-mail: stewartron@earthlink.net
Phone: 626-644-0619

Please visit the Stark Community Foundation website at

www.starkcf.org
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