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OACHE Year 2008 in Review

In 2008 the OACHE continued to launch new initiatives to increase educational attainment in Appalachian Ohio. Following is a list of notable activities:

· Nearly 38,000 Appalachian youth and adults were directly served by OACHE programs in 2008:
* 8,000+ K-12 students through the 18 current K–12 Access Project grantee schools
* 28,000+ students through the OACHE College Access Coordinators
* 1,300+ adults through the OACHE TRiO Educational Opportunity Center
* 580 students received scholarship funds through the SOACDF Educational Assistance Program

· 2007–09 Access Projects—The OACHE has continued to monitor and support the 18 K–12 schools currently receiving OACHE Access Project grant funding. The projects’ first year-end reports indicated an average college-going rate of approximately 64 percent. Coordinators presented successful college-access activities during gallery sessions at the 15th Annual OACHE Conference in October 2008. The funding period for their two-year grants ends in June 2009.
· Replication of Appalachian Access and Success Study—The OACHE has worked with the Voinovich School at Ohio University to replicate the Access study of college access in Appalachian Ohio. The study is being done in five stages, each culminating in a report. By the end of 2008 three reports had been released, analyzing secondary data and surveys.
· STEM Regional Meetings and Grant Proposals—More than 100 people from across Appalachian Ohio convened in three discussions about the region’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) education capacity, as well as STEM-related jobs and economic growth potential. One meeting was convened in each of Appalachian Ohio’s three State Economic Development Regions (7, 10, and 11). The meetings led to development of three grant proposals to the Ohio STEM Learning Network, one from each Economic Development Region. These proposals included plans for intensive professional development, stronger K-12/college alignment, and activities to heighten students’ interest in STEM careers. The Region 7 and 10 proposals received funding  and will be implemented between now and September 30, 2009.
· P–16 Councils—With funding support from the ARC, the OACHE assisted in the creation of emerging P–16 Councils in Athens, Meigs, and Lawrence/Scioto counties. These groups, including representatives from K–12 and college, business, public agencies and community organizations, will work to identify and remedy gaps in the educational “pipeline” to help more youth and adults progress successfully through the educational system and prepare them for good-paying careers.
· EOC/Ohio Benefit Bank—The OACHE’s Educational Opportunity Center (EOC) met its target of 1,300 adults served in 2008. In addition, coordinators received training in use of the Web-based Ohio Benefit Bank, which helps individuals find all the public benefits for which they qualify (e.g., food stamps, HEAP, child care) and fills out their applications, complete with instructions for submittal. The coordinators have been providing this additional free service to many EOC clients, and for some the benefits they qualify for have made it possible for them to attend college. 
· College Application Week— Adapting an idea from the OACHE replication program in North Carolina, the OACHE has launched a new initiative to ensure that every high-school senior applies to at least one college. This College Application Week concept is being led by Angela Kirtdoll-Suggs, the OACHE coordinator at Jefferson Community College, and implemented by the other coordinators throughout the region. By the end of 2008, approximately 280 seniors from eight schools had participated. More College Application Week events are taking place in early 2009.
· Invest in Success Grant for Summer Experience Camps—The OACHE assisted its coordinator at Hocking College, Matt Waldman, in securing an Invest in Success grant from the Ohio College Access Network to replicate Hocking College’s highly successful Summer Experience Camps at other OACHE member institutions.
· Collaboration with Foundation for Appalachian Ohio—Brenda Haas and Laura Risler worked with the FAO to seek OCAN funding to collaborate more intensively on increasing college access and scholarship resources. The FAO contracted with the OACHE to administer its 2008 Access to Educational Opportunity mini-grant program.
· SOACDF Tobacco Educational Assistance Program—The OACHE has continued to administer a scholarship program for tobacco growers/quota owners and their dependents, on behalf of the Southern Ohio Agricultural and Community Development Foundation. In the year ending June 30, 2008, $1,304,998 was awarded to 580 applicants. 
· 15th Annual OACHE Conference—Hosted by Washington State Community College in Marietta, Ohio, this year’s conference drew more than 250 participants from several states to discuss and share strategies for increasing college access and success. A pre-conference workshop, co-sponsored by High Schools That Work and led by Darryl Baynes, provided science teachers with low-cost, engaging strategies for teaching challenging science concepts.
OACHE: Looking Ahead to 2009
· 2009–11 Access Projects— The next funding cycle for the OACHE’s core program of competitive Access Projects will begin with issuance of a Request for Proposals this spring. The OACHE will hold meetings online and throughout the region to explain the RFP process and how to develop a successful proposal.
· Completion of the updated Appalachian Access and Success Study—The OACHE will continue to work with the Voinovich School to produce and disseminate the fourth and fifth reports in the updated Access and Success study. These reports will complete the study for Appalachian Ohio, providing considerable valuable data for a wide variety of stakeholders in education and economic development.
· P–16 Councils— The OACHE will continue to support the emerging P–16 Councils in Athens, Meigs, and Lawrence/Scioto counties as they work to identify and remedy gaps in the educational “pipeline” to help more youth and adults progress successfully through the educational system and prepare them for good-paying careers. In addition, the OACHE will promote the creation of more new P–16 Councils throughout the region in 2009.
· STEM—The OACHE will support implementation of the STEM grants received by Regions 7 and 10. In addition, the OACHE and other regional partners, including SEOCEMS (Southeast Ohio Center for Excellence in Math and Science) and Project WIRED, to secure STEM funding for the entire Appalachian Ohio region from other major sources such as the National Science Foundation. 
· Kids2College—The OACHE executive director will provide Kids2College training for each of the OACHE college coordinators, as well as interested K–12 educators. The Kids2College program, developed and distributed free by the Sallie Mae Fund, provides middle-school students with a six-week curriculum of career and college exploration, culminating in a field trip to a college campus.
· Grant-writing training—The OACHE will bring Pollyanne Frantz, from Appalachian State University, to Ohio in February 2009 to provide grant-writing training to the OACHE college coordinators. Both the OACHE and the college coordinators will be placing an increased emphasis on grant-seeking to expand and replicate promising new access- and retention-related initiatives.
· EOC/Ohio Benefit Bank—In 2009 the EOC coordinators will be able to help clients file their income taxes; this year the Web-based OBB system has added the capability of using this tax information to automatically complete most of a client’s FAFSA as well—a huge time-saver for both the client and the EOC coordinator.
· Seek KnowHow2Go certification—Application due January 2009.
· Engaging Parents Program—The OACHE is collaborating with its replication center in North Carolina to implement a rural model for engaging parents in K–12 education that has shown early success in Appalachian North Carolina. Both the original and the current Access and Success studies indicate that parents are the number-one influencer of their children’s decisions about higher education. This finding, as well as successful Family Nights and similar initiatives already used by several OACHE Access Projects, suggest that increased parent engagement can greatly enhance the effectiveness of college-access efforts. In addition, the OACHE hopes to link many parents to the resources of its EOC, to increase their own educational attainment.
· 16th Annual OACHE Conference—Plans are underway for the 16th Annual OACHE conference, slated for October 2009 at Ohio University–Chillicothe. The theme of the 2009 conference is “IE2 (Inspire, Educate and Engage).” 
· Appalachian Studies Association Conference—The OACHE is helping to organize the 2009 ASA Conference, which will be hosted in March 2009 by Shawnee State University in Portsmouth, Ohio.
