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WllO We Are

The Ohio Benefit Bank is implemented through a public-
ptivate partnership between the Ohio Association of
Second Harvest Foodbanks, The Governor’s Office of
Faith Based and Community Initiatives, The Corporation
for National and Community Service, The Ohio
Community Service Council and over 1000 faith-based and

community organizations across Ohio.
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Ohio At A Glance

» Over 500,000 Ohioans are eligible for but do not receive Food Assistance

» Currently, more than 1.2 million people aceess the Food Assistance Program
in Ohio.

> A recent survey conducted by the Health Policy Institute of Ohio
estimates that over 1 million adults and over 100,000 children are currently
without health insurance.

» Additionally, the survey reported that over 150,000 Seniors say they cannot
afford their health care costs due to other living expenses and in some cases,
must choose between the two.

Food Assistance Program Myths

“* Resources and Assets count against you:
Resources and Assets are not used in determining eligibility. Only household
size and income.

% Food Stamps ate welfare.
Its a work support program intended to bring relief to families struggling with
high food costs.

» Shopping with Food Stamps is not simple and inconspicuous.
They’re distrihuted on an Electronic Benefits Card (EBT) which is used justa
likc credit card.

% The amount of Food Stamps a person qualifies for fso’t worth the time to apply
Depending on household size, household income, a person might be eligible
for more or less.
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Ohio's Unclaimed Funds

#>Nationwide, billions of dollars in Federal funds go unclaimed each year.

#In Ohio, more than $1.6 billion dollars in tax credits and work support programs
are unclaimed by Ohio citizens.

#Neatly 95% of those benefits and credits are Federal dollars,

»Unclaimed Federal dollars must be returned each year for re-allocation to other
states or other Federal programs.

»The Ohio Benefit Bank strives to assist Ohioans in accessing these dollars, as
these funds are revenue for our local economies.

»The Ohio Benefit Bank software is offered free of charge to any organization
seeking to better serve the citizens of Ghio.

»The program is Web-based and accessible from any computer with internet
access and a printer.

»The OBB serves as a tool for economic stimulation, income enhancement,
application completion, and potential eligibility calculation for vatious benefits
and programs.
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What We Offer

1)A potential eligibility indicator
2)An application completion tool
3)A free income tax assistance program
4)An educational outreach program that

helps raise awareness of available tax
credits and work support programs

Here's How [t Works

»MNew Counselors attend traiming.

»Trainings are offered on a fixed schedule within 5 different regions of Ohio.

#Onee trained, the eounselor can then assist ¢lients in preparing their application
packages for Job and Family Serviees, as well as educating them on the process they will
need (o complete. (Note: Appfications can take from 1 to 2 hours per client, depending on
what the client is applying for)

#»The software is multi-lingual, providing aecess for both English and Spanish speakers.
»The software is question guided and composed in simple, easy to understand language.
> The software serves as the expert. ['s programmed to calculate and evaluatc with each

answer you provide. The more aceurate the responses are, the more precise the
eligibility screening,
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OBB s Regional Breakdown

The Chio Benefit Bank Regional Service Areas
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Regional Coordinators

Northwest Ohio
Gayle Loyola
614-221-4336
pavle(@oashf.org

Zach Reat
614-221-4336

10/15/2009




Programs Supported By The OBB

ing AND application completion ability:

Agsistance Program (FAP) - electronic submission
Care Programs for Families and Children - electronic sub
‘Best Rx - efectronic submission
slden Buckeye program — electronic submission
Help for Medicare Part D - electronic submission
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP)
care assistance
hild Nutrition Programs

s Blg Sisters — Amachi Ohio
ation For Student Aid (FAFSA) - electronic subm

G completion only: |

i Infants and Children (WIC)
Family Health Services (CFHS)
for Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH)

OBB's Potential Impact For One Family

*One adult with 2 children and earned income of $15,600 a year (gross)*
This represents an individual earning $10 an hour for 30 hours a week

% 4,820 in Earned Income Tax Credit
$ 6,445 per year in potential Food Assistance

$ 175 per year in Home Energy Assistance

$11,307 potential income enhancement

*Adding healthcare such as Healthy Families or Healthy Start
or Child Care Assistance would drastically increasc this amount as well*

All together, a potential increase of more than 70% in yearly income!
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Electronic Submission and Signature of

Benefits Applications

OASHF, ODJFS and GOFBCI have developed a software bridge
from The Benefit Bank to the ODJFS eligibility system. Electronic submission
and signature are currently available for Food Assistance and Medicaid
applications as well as applications for The Medicare Savings Program.

How it works:

» Data is submitted electronically to the Eligibility Gateway
» Data is sent to the relevant County JFS office for teview and processing
» JFS caseworkers make all eligibility determinations

» Clients electronically sign their applications using their OBB password

OBB,S FREE Tax Services

B trains willing volunteers on how to assist clients with filing incomig

 training eovers the basics of what is required to complete an |
1d how to utilize The Benefit Bank as a question guided tool to
tax credits as well as simplify completing a return.

ete, the software provides the option to E-File directly to the |
e Ohio Department of Taxation’s system.

itd and Dependent Care Credit
Education Credit

ne Learning Credit

ND Federal Back Taxes
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OBB's FREE Tax Selt-Serve

Anyone in Ohio with a houschold income of $56,000 or less can file their
income taxes for free, right from home!

Here’s How:
1) Visit www.obb,ohio.gov
2) Click, “Use the sell-serve income tax program”

3} Click, “Register now!”.

Frea Fillng fer the
E¢onomic Shmuus

4} File your raxes! Payment

e faur Taxes lo Frze!
" k-

Statewide Assessment

¥ In July 2008, OASHE, in partnership with The Columbus Foundation and The Office
Of Governor Ted Strickland, commissioned the Ohio University Voinovich School of
Leadership to perforin a third party, independent assessment of The Ohio Benefit
Bank.
»The assessment examined the state-wide economic impact of four of The OBB’s programs
to include, Food Assistance, Medical Benefits, The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), and
Stimulus Payments, since the program was implemented in Fall 2006.
» The study found that The Qhio Benefit Bank:

1) Helps smabilize families

2) Infuses resources into the Stare economy that translate into economic
stimulus

3) Builds successful and innovative Public-Private Parmerships

4) Promotes modernization of Ohic’s Social Service System
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Statewide Assessment: Results

Below are the estimated state-wide economic impact results of The Ohio Benefit

Bank [rom its inception in 2006 — October of 2008

OBB Pragram Banafits Income Generated  3late & Local Taxes Total

Madical Benadics  $23 803,81¢ $18070,887 $1,507 062 §43,482 443
lotd Assishance 57324728 43 565 042 $470,207 1281 277
B 34 243,014 $2.055.947 4267173 46,566,134
imus Pavmers 53024,115 11471 114 $193,243 $4 690 276
Total $38,%7,580 525164290 $2,538,585 §66,100,555

Complete results can be found at: www.oashf.org

Statewide Assessment: Results

The Ohio Benefit Program creates jobs through its
tax and benefits returns

» In 2006, 21 jobs were created
» In 2007, 109 jobs were created
» In 2008, between Jan. 1 and Oct 31, 453 jobs were created

% In 2009, the creation of 625 jobs is projected
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Statewide Assessment: Results

*Fhe OBB has returned moi

5 MILLION 1 oni

‘This money goes directly to o
ymies through medical expen:
d purchases, and a variety of
s through income tax refund

“dy, The OBB has: |

Over 4,400 trained counselots
ver 1000 Sites, state wide

isted over 92,000 individuals:
hin all house holds served .

The OBB Express!

For information on scheduling the OBB Express, contact Nora Nees at
1-800-048-1176 or Nora@oashiorg
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coming?

are their expenses?
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The Quick Check Calculator is a tool that you can use to determine
someone’s potential eligibility for various benefits and work support
programs, within a few minutes. To use the quick check, go to
www.obb.ohio.gov
It’s based on the following informatiom

I)Household size. Each person that lives there must be entered.

2) Household income. How much earned and unearned income is

3) Household expenses. How much is the person’s cost of living? What
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Quick Check!
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Site Finder!

To use, go to www.obb.ohlio.gov

THE BENEFIT BANK'
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Volunteer!

Sign an Organizational Agreer
{ave staff of volunteers traine

f you don’t currently have:
site to work with, we can

one or both!

1) Benefits Training (6-7 hours)
2) Tax Eraining (6-7 hours)
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Thanks For Your Time!

- e OO
BENEFIT BANK

N eighbory helping neighbory

1-800-648-1176

www.obb.ohio.gov
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