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First Generation College Student: Student
whose parents highest educational attainment is a
High School Diplama.

Table * Coxlege Readress Benaviers of *Iign Schaal Seniors (2008) by First-
generaler Slalus

First-Generation BA% B8% %

Not Firat-Genergtion  74% 55% 83%

Saurce. Access and Sixcess Sludy - Appaluchan Ohls, Exeruthe bummary 2008

First-generation students were more likely lo be oider, have lower
fncomes, be mamiad, and have dependents than their non-first-
generalion peers.

First-generabon sludents ware more likely 1o enroll (n postsecondary

educalbon part-time, asd to attend public 2-year inslilutions; private, for-

Emfit instiutions; and other kess-than-4-year institutions than their non-
st-generabon caunterparis

First-generation students ware equally as likely to ke taking remedial
classes as non first-ganeratien students when they began their
postsecondary education Howevar, there were differences by sacter on
this measure. At private, not-far-profit 4-year institutions, first-
g1enaration students were more likely to be taking remedial courses

an thewr counterparts whose parents had mare than a tugh schoel
education. At the same time, the proporticns af First-generation and
non-first-generation students at public 4-dyear and public 2-year
institutions taking remedial coursework did not differ significanty

First-generation shuderils were more likely thar non-first-generation
studants ta say that being very weli off financially and prowviding their
chikiren with better opportunities than they had ware very mportant to
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Demagrapinc Characterietics

‘The propartion of fir-genarstion studers within the overall populsten of firsi-ime, Rul-ome
entering colege freshman at four-year mstubons hes eleadily decined since 1571,
reflecting Incraasng levers of educaton among the U 8 populaton

However differences between racialfethme groups are cause for concern. Speafically, since
1975, Afncan Amencans show the greatest deckne in ther representanon of frsl-
generation college studants—a dedining rate that s of concem because i 1s faster than
tha relative proporban of Affcan Amencan adulte without a college educsbon as well s the
dechne of first-generatn students in other racalfethne groups Hispanics remain the least
educated group (6% 1 parcent of Hrspanic adutts lacked a college education in 2005} and
have the highest propartion of ficst-peneration coflege shudents (38.2 percent) at four-year
colleges of any racialiathnic group

Paranta! Encouragemernil

Contrary to the ratien Lhat Ihe parents of irsl-generabon college audanre can be a deterrent
lo college actess, over The kst 15 years, hese studerts are now more ikely 1o reparl than
Iheir pears with coliege-aducaled parents thal the regmon why they wepl to college was
because thar peents wared them to gn Whie hoth groups' reports of parental
encouragenmnt Incraased, the trend has more than doubsed for irst-generanon cofege
aludens since 1871,

Firstin My Famly A Frofike of Flrs1—Ge meradon Colkge Sudenis at
Four-Yaar nsuillons Since 1971 [necurive Summmary, Apal 2007

Volnovic hSchoalof Leade 1ship and Public ARzirs

Firet-generation students were also more likely to say that obteining the
amourd of financial eid they needad, baing able to complete
coursework more quickly, being abie Lo ive at home, and being able 1o
wark white atlending the schoal were very important influences in their
decision to atlend their particular postsecandary inslitulon

Firsi-genaraian studerts persisted in postsecondary educabion and
attained credentials at lower rates than their non-first-generation
counterparts. This finding held for students at 4-yeer instilutions and
public 2-year institutions

If first-generation students attaned bachelors or assocate’s degrees,
they eemed comperable salaries and were employed in similar
occupations as thair nen-firsl-generalion peers

Evean whan controling for many of the characteristics that distinguished
them from their peers, such as socioeconomic staius, inshtution typa,
and atiendance siatus, first-generaion studenl stalus il had a
negative effect on persistence and attainment
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Work . and Financial' e
Over tha years higher percantages of frst-ganeration college enudents than then peers
worked 20+ hours per week in thar ﬁnaig;;ar of high sceﬁcl, and well over halfl {55
m) now xpett lo get a iobw pay lor collene expensss—a gap thal has widened
n thesa emidents and lheir peers since ﬁa?

Gven thew bypacedly low , It not w find that afending colegs
to"make more money” wes more ikey w be cked 25 an importanl reason for fest-
genershon gudenrs reigiive 1o thew peers (75.4 pacent ve 69.8 percent)

Betweon 1972 and 2003, more frel-ganeration college studams than lhenrﬂfﬁam considarad
finanaial factors very impartant w their choice af spectfic enlleges and at college enly Lhey
are bmoe more lkely than peers bo reporl having a majer concern aboul financing colege

Infmnc e of Home ¥y the Colfege Choite Procass

Nof anly heve grestar propomons of frst-penerston etudants than ther peers afendsd mghet
educahon inetifubons within 50 mikes from home, but these sludents coneidered the close
pr:ﬁ::nurr‘;rg ol tha inalthrhion m their home a very impartanl reasan for chaosing their
n! n

Over the years frst-generabion siudents haws conssiently been leas lkely reistva io ihar
counlerparks 10 expecd W e on campus in thedr freshmen year, a faclor which portends for
difterences in colege i and sood i d

Fuust in Wy Family A Frafie of Fiisi-Geramtian Callege Swdents at
Four-VYear ng tilutions Since 1971, Evar utlve Suncmary, April /007
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College Saecton

Firzl-genaraton sludents were mere likely 1o rely on the adwiee of high school guidance
counselors and relalives in deciding lo attend a parlicular instilution

HNon-lirstgeneration sludents were mosl inMuenced by 1he academic reputalion of the
university, likelihood of gaining erlry 1o professionaligraduale program and the
inslilunons malenal ranking By 2005, howevar, bolh groups of students were squally
likedw i repart that preparaton fof graduate schoo! was a very imperiant reason for
zHending college

Acgdemic Preparation and Leadersitip Abikily at Coffege Envy

A congistert gap between lirst-generalion students and their peers has been
demanstraled in (e amoum afl ime spant studying in high schaol, average grede n
high scheol, academic seti-conlidence, and a widening gap 15 ewdent 1n ihe self-
ralings of math and wriling abddy

Althauah there remains a siight dispamy in the measure of social self-confidence, the
gap is consisteully larger for the sedl-raling of leadership abilily, with firstgeneraiien
studerms raling themseves lower

Firse 1n My Farmby: A Frofike of Rrst—Ge neraton Colkege Students at
Four-Year Instiwtians Since | 971, Exerutive Summary, Apn| 2007

Depiree Obyecives

First-generatian sludents rend to have kower educabonal aspiraions ihan non-firsl.
gen=ralion students This may be expiained by students’ lack of informabion about
degrees, callege pragress, avarlability of resources and lherr academic preparalian

Over the Lasr lhree decades, however [he dala reflects nsing degree aspirauons lor
tolh groups ol sludents This poriends 8 positive oulicok for the expansion of
gradugte education

Changing Siudent! Vaiues

Financial considerations, Inzluding future earnings have become a much stronger
matwatien for all students attending college over the last 35 pears. In particular, firsl-
generation sludemte are more likely to repar “heing well off financally” as a very
imperianl er essential personal goal (81 percem vs. 73 percent)

During this same time: period, the desire to develop “a meaningful phikosephy ol life
(whch s conastently higher ameng peers wilh college-educaled parents) has
declined in importance

Flis) m why Famiy A Frafike of First-Gereratian Calfege Swdens a1
Four-Year Institutions Simce 1971, Larcutre Summary, April 2007

Flrst-Generation Studemnts at Private Institutions

While public Ireuiumons have typically had higher proporbons of lirst-generalion college
sludents compared lo privale institions, the differences between insiiution bypes
have narcwed since 1571

Fist-generalion sludems atiending pnvale instiuions were more likely 10 have lamiles
‘wilh annual incomes over $40.000 more likely o have atlended a prvale high schocl
{religious of nen-denominatonal), and more likely to have earned an A of better whike
in high school Lhan therr firel-generation peers al public instilutions

First-generaiion college students are mare likely 10 chaase to attend privale colleges for
reasoes of size and becauee they reeanved financial assstance They are also more
iikely lo e on campus than frel-generalion college students wha elected o attend
pubiic nsttulions These facters porlend well for studeut engagemenlt and retenlon
incollege

Ticstin Wy Famiby A Frofika of Fis1-Gonaratan Col e Stdems ai
Fous-Year Instimithons Since 1571 Exeruthee Sunimiry, Apnl 2007

Appalachian First Generation College Students

The percentage of first generation college students
is higher for Appalachian Ohio than for the rest of
the state.

In 2006, 51 percent of first-ime Ohio college
freshmen from Appalachian QOhio counties were
first-generation college studenis as compared to
40 percent of the freshmen from non-Appalachian
counties.

Soltce Acvess and Suscess Studh — Appakichin Oho, Execuime Summtary, 2009,
Votnowsch b hovl of Leakership and Public Aflacs

Preparing for college

» Taking college preparation courses in high
school

- Taking the ACT or SAT

» Career Interest Assessments and research

» College Visits

The Senior Year...

The Selection Process:

» Open houses

: Selecting the coliege

. Compileting the application

: Completing the FAFSA

. Applying for scholarships

’ Receiving financial award packages
- Applying for loans




The Transition to College Student

» Deposits

+ Living on campus

» Going to orientations

» Registering for classes
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Researchers found that parixapation n a college access program Lhal
helps high-schodl siudents prepare for college increases ihe
likelihood that studerts will plan to attend college nghl after
graduaton. Significantly, it also narrows lhe gap betwsen first-
generation colliege siwdents and studenis with a parent who has
attended college

Table 3 Students' Plans to Continue After High School
{by Parenis' Educalon & College Access Program Exposure)

All Respandants 75.0% 89.0% '

Had Some Coflege Prep Program  53.0% 03.0%

Sewirco: Accessand Saccess Srady - Applhian Ohio, Exerutee Sumemary, 2009,
Voirpwich schoa For Leade #hip and Public Affairs

The first year.....Successful strategies

Dealing with culture shock and college nerms
Dealing with tensions from home

Understanding the resources on campus

Pick courses wisely

Managing time

Understanding financial aid and budgeting money
Buying books

Navigating student communities and crganizations
Relating to going home
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